
COVID-19
Health Considerations



What is COVID-19?

“A novel coronavirus, which is a new coronavirus that has 

not been previously identified. The virus causing 

coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), is not the same as 

the coronaviruses that commonly circulate among humans 

and cause mild illness, like the common cold.”



People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms 

reported – ranging from mild symptoms to severe illness. 

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. 

People with these symptoms may have COVID-19.



• Between people who are 
in close contact with one 

another (about 6 feet).

• Through respiratory 
droplets produced when 
an infected person 

coughs, sneezes, or talks.

• These droplets can land 
in the mouths or noses of 
people who are nearby or 
possibly be inhaled into 

the lungs.

• COVID-19 may be spread 
by people who are not 
showing symptoms.

HOW IS COVID-19 SPREAD?



“While it is not possible to eliminate all risk of furthering the 

spread of COVID-19, the current science suggests there are 

many steps schools can take to reduce the risks to 

students, teachers, staff, and their families significantly.” 

TEA, 2020 



PREVENTION: SYMPTOM SCREENING

■ Parents are asked to identify when their student 

exhibits COVID-19 symptoms or has been exposed to a 

COVID-positive individual and to keep them home.

■ All visitors will be required to screen upon arrival.

■ All staff will be required to self-screen daily.



SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19

■ Feeling feverish or a 
measured temperature 
greater than or equal to 
100.0 degrees Fahrenheit

■ Loss of taste or smell

■ Cough

■ Difficulty breathing

■ Shortness of breath

■ Fatigue

■ Headache

■ Chills

■ Sore throat

■ Congestion or runny nose

■ Shaking or exaggerated 
shivering

■ Significant muscle pain or 
ache

■ Diarrhea, Nausea or 
vomiting  



When Will a Student be Sent Home?

■ Students will be sent home according to TEA & Brazoria 

County Health Department guidelines. 

■ Students who exhibit ANY COVID-19 symptoms in a way 

that is not normal for them will be sent to the campus 

clinic and

■ Campus staff will call the parent/guardian to pick up the 

symptomatic student and the student will be expected to 

stay home for a minimum of ten days unless other return 

to school criteria are met.



When Can Students with COVID-19 
Symptoms Return?

Either:

▪ 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared; 

AND

▪ 24 hours with no fever; AND

▪ Symptoms have improved

OR: An acute infection test at an approved testing location    

(https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/) that comes back 

negative for COVID-19,

OR: A doctor’s note indicating an alternate diagnosis

https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/


What is a 
Close Contact?

In general, close contact is defined as:

A. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g. being coughed 

on); or

B. being within 6 feet of lab-confirmed COVID-positive individual for a 

cumulative duration of 15 minutes or more; 

The infectious period starts two days prior to symptom onset to 10 days 

after symptom onset. 



When Can a Close Contact Return?

▪ Individual must quarantine at home and self-monitor for 14 

days for COVID-19 symptoms after last known exposure. 

▪ Individual is advised to contact their healthcare provider.

May Return IF:

▪ 14 days have passed since last known exposure (see above) 

▪ Has remained symptom free for the entirety of the 14 days. 



What Can Parents Do to Help Our 
Schools Stay Safe?

■ Verify/Update Emergency Contacts & Please Keep 

Contact Information Updated

■ Please Remember a Mask Every Day.

■ Make/Purchase Extra Masks. 

■ Practice Wearing a Mask for Extended Periods of 

Time.



What Else Can Parents Do to Help Our 
Schools Stay Safe?

■ Reinforce hand-washing and encourage child to 

practice

■ Practice Hand Hygiene

■ Purchase a Thermometer Check your child’s 

temperature every morning. If 100.0 or higher, 

they must stay home until fever free (without the 

use of Tylenol/Motrin).

■ Update Immunizations & Health Information 



Staff or Students Should not Report to 
School with ANY Symptoms of Illness.



We Want To Partner With You For a Safe 
and Healthy School Year! 


